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The Principle of Hope ( German: Das Prinzip Hoffnung) is a book by the Marxist philosopher Ernst Bloch, published in three volumes in 1954, 1955, and 1959, in which the author explores utopianism, studying the utopian impulses present in art, literature, religion and other forms of cultural
expression, and envisages a future state of absolute perfection.
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Ernst Bloch's Principle of Hope is one of the key books of our century. Part philosophic speculation, part political treatise, part lyric vision, it is exercising a deepening influence on thought and on literature....No political or theological appropriations of Bloch's leviathan can exhaust its visionary
breadth.

Ernst Bloch's Principle of Hope is one of the key books of our century. Part philosophic speculation, part political treatise, part lyric vision, it is exercising a deepening influence on thought and on literature....No political or theological appropriations of Bloch's leviathan can exhaust its visionary
breadth.

Hope, superior to fear, is neither passive like the latter, nor locked into nothingness. The emotion of hope goes out of itself, makes people broad instead of confining them, cannot know nearly enough of what it is that makes them inwardly aimed, of what may be allied to them outwardly.
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Ernst Bloch was one of the great philosophers and political intellectuals of twentieth-century Germany. Among his works to have appeared in English are The Spirit of Utopia (Stanford University Press, 2000), Literary Essays (Stanford University Press, 1998), The Utopian Function of Art and
Literature: Selected Essays (1987), and The Principle of Hope (1986).

This chapter provides an overview of Ernst Bloch's intellectual development and that of his key concept, the principle of hope. Situating Bloch's ideas among those of his Frankfurt School contemporaries, it makes a case for considering his

Ernst Bloch The Principle of Hope is one of the great works of the human spirit. It is a critical history of the utopian vision and a profound exploration of the possible reality of utopia.

Philosophy of comprehended hope thus stands per definitionem on the Front of the world process, i.e. on the so little thought-out,foremost segment of Being of animated, utopianly open matter. Not everything that is well-knownis also known, least of all when freshness is present.
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The Principle of Hope is one of the great works of the human spirit. It is a critical history of the utopian vision and a profound exploration of the possible reality of utopia. Even as the world has rejected the doctrine on which Bloch sought to base his utopia, his work still challenges us to think
more insightfully about our own visions of a better world.
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Bloch's magnum opus was a three-volume compendium entitled The Principle of Hope in which he lays out the myriad ways in which hope and the human desire for liberation and fulfilment appear in our...

The translation of Ernst Bloch’ s major work Principle of Hope into English, nearly 40 years after it was written in American exile and more than 25 years after a definitive, revised edition became available in German, constitutes an event in its own right in the consolidation of a serious Marxist
current in the Englishspeaking world.
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The multidimensional nature of The Principle of Hope, Ernst Bloch’ s most important work, cannot be comprehended without a closer look at his personal development and background.
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Bloch was a highly original and eccentric thinker. Much of his writing- in particular, his magnum opus The Principle of Hope- is written in a poetic, aphoristic style. The Principle of Hope tries to provide an encyclopedic account of mankind's and nature's orientation towards a socially and
technologically improved future. This orientation is part of Bloch's overarching philosophy.
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more insightfully about our own visions of a better world. The Principle of Hope is published in three volumes: Volume 1 lays the foundations of the philosophy of process and introduces the idea of the Not-Yet-Conscious- the anticipatory element that Bloch sees as central to human thought. It
also contains a remarkable account of the aesthetic interpretations of utopian "wishful images" in fairy tales, popular fiction, travel, theater, dance, and the cinema. Volume 2 presents "the outlines of a better world." It examines the utopian systems that progressive thinkers have developed in the
fields of medicine, painting, opera, poetry, and ultimately, philosophy. It is nothing less than an encyclopedic account of utopian thought from the Greeks to the present. Volume 3 offers a prescription for ways in which humans can reach their proper "homeland," where social justice is coupled
with an openness to change and to the future.
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The concept of hope is central to the work of the German philosopher Ernst Bloch (1885-1977), especially in his magnum opus, The Principle of Hope (1959). The "speculative materialism” that he first developed in the 1930s asserts a commitment to humanity's potential that continued through
his later work. In The Privatization of Hope, leading thinkers in utopian studies explore the insights that Bloch's ideas provide in understanding the present. Mired in the excesses and disaffections of contemporary capitalist society, hope in the Blochian sense has become atomized, desocialized,
and privatized. From myriad perspectives, the contributors clearly delineate the renewed value of Bloch's theories in this age of hopelessness. Bringing Bloch's "ontology of Not Yet Being" into conversation with twenty-first-century concerns, this collection is intended to help revive and revitalize
philosophy's commitment to the generative force of hope. Contributors. Roland Boer, Frances Daly, Henk de Berg, Vincent Geoghegan, Wayne Hudson, Ruth Levitas, David Miller, Catherine Moir, Caitriona Ni Dhuill, Welf Schréter, Johan Siebers, Peter Thompson, Francesca Vidal, Rainer Ernst
Zimmermann, Slavoj Zizek
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Essays in aesthetics by the philosopher Ernst Bloch that belong to the tradition of cultural criticism represented by Georg Lukacs, Theodor Adorno, and Walter Benjamin. The aesthetic essays of the philosopher Ernst Bloch (1885-1977) belong to the rich tradition of cultural criticism represented
by Georg Lukéacs, Theodor Adorno, and Walter Benjamin. Bloch was a significant creative source for these thinkers, and his impact is nowhere more evident than in writings on art. Bloch was fascinated with art as a reflection of both social realities and human dreams. Whether he is discussing
architecture or detective novels, the theme that drives his work is always the same- the striving for "something better,” for a "homeland" that is more socially aware, more humane, more just. The book opens with an illuminating discussion between Bloch and Adorno on the meaning of utopia; then
follow twelve essays written between 1930 and 1973 on topics such as aesthetic theory, genres such as music, painting, theater, film, opera, poetry, and the novel, and perhaps most important, popular culture in the form of fairy tales, detective stories, and dime novels. The MIT Press has
previously published Ernst Bloch's Natural Law and Human Dignity and his magnum opus, The Principle of Hope. The Utopian Function of Art and Literature is included in the series Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought, edited by Thomas McCarthy.

Collects aphorisms, essays, stories, and anecdotes, and enacts the author's interest in showing how attention to "traces” can serve as a mode of philosophizing. In an example of how the literary can become a privileged medium for philosophy, his chief philosophical invention is to begin with what
gives an observer pause.
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